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Like virtually every new Canadian who leaves behind the country of their 
birth to begin life anew in Canada, Pat Potenza, Tony Santarsieri, Mike 
Santarsieri, Rocco Macchia and Pasquale Martino arrived in Winnipeg 
from Italy with a dream to succeed. A half-century or so after settling 

in Canada and 31 years after launching their first professional endeavour, the partners of Winnipeg-
based Aura Hair Group have triumphed by building one of western Canada’s largest private hairstyling 
companies.

Pat, Mike, Tony, Rocco and Pasquale came to Canada at an early age. They were indicative of the many 
intrepid men and women who ventured far from their homelands in the 1960s to seize the opportunity to 
build careers, raise families and contribute to the prosperity of their new country. After several years of 
toiling for others, the partners formed Aura Hair Group to launch St. Vital Unisex in the St. Vital Shopping 
center.

“We took a big risk opening St. Vital Unisex in 1979,” Pat recalls. “Interest rates were high and we invested 
a lot of money in the 1980s but we worked hard for our success, which gave us the confidence to keep 
growing.”

Today, Aura Hair Group owns eight high profile salons in some of Winnipeg’s busiest shopping centres. 
As well, the firm also operates seven salons in Vancouver under the management of partner Pasquale 
Martino. In all, the company employs 350 people.

To supply its own salons with wholesale hair products and to better serve the hairstyling industry in 
western Canada, Aura Hair Group opened Passion Beauty Supply. The highly successful distributor 
operates out of a 15,000 square-foot warehouse facility in Winnipeg and supplies products to hairstyling 
salons from northwestern Ontario to British Columbia.

To Pat, the key to Aura Hair Group’s long-term success is the owners’ ability to operate in the spirit of 
a true and equal partnership. “We have a shared history as Italian immigrants and a shared vision to 
be successful in our new country,” he says. “We came from nothing and with hard work we’ve built a 
company that has become a real family business.”

This sense of family is represented by a new generation of Potenzas, Santarsieris, Macchias and Martinos 
– the partners’ 14 sons and daughters who are all involved in running the company. “All of our children 
are included in the day-to-day operation of Aura Hair Group,” notes Pat. “We have to credit our kids for a 
lot of our growth. They’ve really helped take the business to a new level.”

With Aura Hair Group in the good and capable hands of a younger generation, some of the partners are 
thinking about retirement and new adventures. For Pat, that means investing in a new partnership. In 
2006, he became an owner of Mosaic Funeral Services, a company specializing in serving the needs of 
multicultural Winnipeg. He now shares his time between Mosaic and Aura.

For Pat Potenza and his partners – Tony Santarsieri, Mike Santarsieri, Rocco Macchia and Pasquale 
Martino – the journey from Italy to Canada was an opportunity to build a successful future. Collectively, 
their good work has resulted in a thriving business, growing families and pride that they’ve played a part 
in the prosperity of Canada.

by Bernard Kruchak
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